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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS. PFOR, CG 

SUBJECT: ZAIRIAN COUP TRIAL: IMPENDING EXECUTIONS 

REF: KINSHASA 2565 

1 . SUBSEQUENT TO DISPATCH REFTEL, EMBASSY KINSHASA HAS 
BEEN INFORMED BY GOZ THAT PRESIDENT MOBUTU HAS ORDERED 
EXECUTION OF 1 1 OF THE CONVICTED MORNING, MARCH 17, HOUR 
UNSPECIFIED. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS CALLED IN ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR KASONGO AS 
FOLLOWS: WE ARE INFORMED PER PARA 1 ABOVE. WITHOUT 
CALLING INTO QUESTION ZAIRIAN JUDICIAL PROCEDURES OR 
VERDICTS RETURNED BY ZAIRIAN COURT, WE HOPE THAT GOZ WILL 
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HAVE GIVEN SUFFICIENT CONSIDERATION TO POSSIBLE ADVERSE 
PUBLIC, MEDIA AND CONGRESSIONAL REACTION WHICH MIGHT BE 
ENGENDERED BY PRECIPITATE EXECUTION OF THE SENTENCES. WE 
BRING THIS URGENTLY TO THE AMBASSADOR'S ATTENTION TO 
INSURE THAT GOZ WILL HAVE TAKEN ALL ASPECTS OF PROBLEM 
INTO CONSIDERATION BEFORE ACTING. 
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3. EMBASSIES PARIS AND BRUSSELS SHOULD DRAW ON REFTEL AS 
NECESSARY FOR FACTS OF CASE AND CONVEY FOLLOWING IMMEDIA- 
TELY TO HOST GOVERNMENTS: USGIS WILLING, IF GOF AND GOB 
AGREE, TO JOIN TRIPARTITE DEMARCHE TO GOZ, AT LEVELS AND 

IN CHANNELS TO BE AGREED BY OUR AMBASSADORS IN KINSHASA, 
WHICH WOULD EXPRESS HOPE THAT DUE CONSIDERATION BE 
GIVEN TO HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF THESE CASES, AND THAT 
POSSIBILITY OF ADVERSE PUBLIC REPERCUSSIONS IN EUROPE 
AND THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN GIVEN DUE WEIGHT. 

4. SHOULD GOF AND GOB AGREE TO SUCH DEMARCHE, WE WOULD 
HOPE THEY INSTRUCT THEIR AMBASSADORS DIRECTLY, GIVEN 
EVIDENT TIME CONSTRAINTS. 

5. EMBASSY KINSHASA SHOULD CONVEY GIST OF FOREGOING 
TO FRENCH AND BELGIAN AMBASSADORS AND REQUEST THEIR 
ASSISTANCE IN SECURING PROMPT INSTRUCTIONS FROM THEIR 
CAPITALS. 

6. FYI: DEPARTMENT IS NOT SANGUINE EITHER THAT MOBUTU 
WOULD RESPOND FAVORABLY TO SUCH DEMARCHE OR, INDEED, 
THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO GAIN FRENCH AND BELGIAN 
PARTICIPATION THEREIN. BELIEVE APPROACH BY USG OR GOB, 
SINGLY OR JOINTLY, WOULD RISK SIMPLY CONFIRMING MOBUTU’S 
DETERMINATION, AS REPORTED BY AMBASSADOR CUTLER, TO 
PROCEED WITH THE EXECUTIONS. HOWEVER, TRIPARTITE 
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APPROACH INCLUDING FRENCH MIGHT DO THE TRICK. VANCE 
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